WHO   LEADS   LABOUR?
ruthless striker down of the official castle, but as one
who could prove the basic unsoundness of its founda-
tions. So the Municipal Reformers on the County
Council came to respect the intellect of this quiet but
penetrating person who was always there to score the
points and destroy their case. He has now attained a
position in London of benevolent quasi-autocracy.
Yet this immense metropolitan prestige is a weak-
ness as well as a source of strength. Outside London
he is comparatively unknown, though he deserves to
be well known. If it were not a contradiction in terms
he should be described as "provincial." Within limits
he has almost achieved the miraculous. While he is
endeavouring with some success to endow the ''Great
Wen5' with a corporate sense his interests do not seem
to extend far beyond this pullulating parish. Within
the parochial sphere his progress and that of his
party have been remarkable.
Morrison's position on the London County Council
shows no signs of being challenged in the immediate
future. Municipally and Parliamentarily the stock
of London Labour is high. Out of the sixty-two
metropolitan seats no less than twenty-seven are
held by Labour. Others may well go the same way
at an early date. If the solid Socialist representation
of the four West Kam seats is included the proportion
approaches fifty per cent. When the total Labour re-
presentation in the House of Commons is barely a
quarter of the whole the buoyancy of London Socialism
is all the more noteworthy.
This condition of affairs is almost entirely the work
of Herbert Morrison. The normal sequence is for
municipal elections to follow and approximate to